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PLOT FOR PEACE is a character-driven historical thriller about the demise of apartheid. 
It tells the story of Jean-Yves Ollivier, alias “Monsieur Jacques”, whose behind-the-scenes 
bargaining
was instrumental in bringing about regional peace and the end of racial discrimination in
South Africa.

In the mid-1980s, township violence raged in South Africa and one of the Cold War’s most 
vicious proxy conflicts devastated Angola. “Total onslaught” was writ large across the horizon. 
It was then that a foreign commodity trader with connections to all stakeholders in the region 
became the lifeline for top-secret contacts. To build trust, he conceived and organized a vast 
prisoners’ exchange. A year later, in 1988, South Africa’s forces and 50,000 Cuban troops 
began withdrawing from Angola.

In John LeCarré style, the land of apartheid and the front line states come out of the Cold War 
long before the Berlin Wall crumbles. Within fourteen months, Mandela walks out of jail – a 
free man and, soon, South Africa’s first democratically elected President.

In exclusive interviews, current or former heads of state – South Africa’s Thabo Mbeki, 
Mozambique’s Joachim Chissano, Congo’s Denis Sassou Nguesso – and numerous other 
protagonists, such as apartheid’s longest-serving minister of Foreign Affairs “Pik” Botha, South 
Africa’s icon of resistance Winnie Mandela, Fidel Castro’s “African hand” Jorge Risquet as 
well as Ronald Reagan’s Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs, Chester Crocker, the 
father of “constructive engagement”, bear vivid testimony. Their first-hand accounts disclose in 
full detail both the official and the secret dealings between the last tenants of apartheid and the 
Marxist regimes at South Africa’s borders.

“Monsieur Jacques” leads this action-packed documentary through a rugged landscape of 
moral dilemmas. To some, such as Thabo Mbeki and militants for transparency, he was a 
sanctions buster or a French spy. For others, such as Winnie Mandela and Mozambique’s 
former President Joaquim Chissano, he is a trusted friend and a man of bold vision. “I shake the 
hand I cannot sever”, says Jean-Yves Ollivier. As a matter of fact, he was bestowed upon
highest honours by both the last impenitent stalwart of apartheid, P.W. Botha, and the first 
President of the new South Africa, Nelson Mandela. “When I arrived in South Africa in 1981, it felt like another planet. 

Whites did not understand that if they did not change and accept 
sharing the country they were headed for disaster.”

Jean-Yves Ollivier

Synopsis
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Abouut the co director
Carlos is part of the lively core of Spanish auteur cinema increasingly being recognized outside 
its borders. He worked as an assistant editor on The Sea Inside by Alejandro Amenábar, which 
won the Academy Award for Best Foreign Film and later as film editor for other award winning 
Spanish directors such as Mateo Gil (Back to Moira), Oskar Santos (For the Good of Others), 
Jorge Blanco (Planet 51) and Jorge Sánchez Cabezudo (Crematorium). He has also directed 
several of his own award-winning short films. The South African documentary PLOT FOR 
PEACE is his first feature.

About the producer and co director 
The Executive Producer of the African Oral History, Mandy is a multiple award winning 
filmmaker, who works out of both New York and Johannesburg. She won two Emmy Awards 
for her documentary Calling the Ghosts: A Film about Rape, War and Women in Bosnia (HBO 
/ Cinemax) and with the Bill Moyers team won the Peabody for PBS feature, Facing the Truth. 
She has produced and directed programs in the US, Brazil, Bosnia, Rwanda, Bangladesh, 
Cuba and South Africa, which have been broadcast on major networks worldwide, including 
CBS‘s Sixty Minutes, PBS, ARTE, Discovery, SABC and ETV. Mandy is the head of Indelible 
Media, a multi-media production company dedicated to showcasing African cinema and 
television for international broadcast and theatrical release.

About the writer
An academic, journalist, and writer, Stephen worked as Historical Consultant for Olivier 
Assaya’s film “Carlos”, which premiered in Cannes in 2010 and won a Golden Globe and 
Emmy Award in 2011. As an adviser for Africa, he also contributed to Ben Moses’ “A Whisper 
to a Roar”, released at the Berlin film festival in February 2012. Since 2007, he teaches 
African Studies and Cultural Anthropology at Duke University and, as an adjunct Professor, at 
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) in Washington DC. Prior to 
becoming the Africa editor of the French daily Libération and then Le Monde, he worked as a 
correspondent for Radio France International (RFI) and Reuters in West and Central Africa. He 
is the author of sixteen books, among them a biography of Winnie Madikizela Mandela (2007), 
and a regular contributor to The London Review of Books.

Carlos agulló

Mandy   Jacobson

Stephen Smith
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Location map

01- Johannesburg
02- Pretoria

03- Timbavati
04- Maputo
05- Luanda

06- Brazzaville
07- Marrakech

08- Madrid
09- Lisbon
10- Paris

11- Havana
12- Washington DC
13- New York City

14- Sydney
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Jean-Yves Ollivier leads the narrative of this documentary into an African maze. His lens gives 
focus to PLOT FOR PEACE.

At 17 years old, Ollivier and one million other French nationals left their homeland Algeria after 
the country’s 1962 independence. During his first visit to South Africa in 1981, he recognized 
a similar fate – white inhabitants ‘sleepwalking to the brink of disaster.’ To avoid their being 
‘thrown into the sea,’ a peaceful negotiation to the end of racial discrimination and segregation 
was necessary.

In exclusive interviews, several former heads of state - Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, Joachim 
Chissano of Mozambique, Denis Sassou Nguesso of Congo - and several other key figures 
such as the Minister of Foreign Affairs of apartheid “Pik” Botha , the icon of the resistance 
Winnie Mandela of South Africa , the right arm of Fidel Castro in Africa Jorge Risquet, and 
the Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs, Chester Crocker - father of “constructive 
engagement” – vividly retrace crucial events leading up to the fall of apartheid. An exchange 
of prisoners between six states and armed movements at war with each other resulted in the 
Brazzaville Protocol, signed in December 1988. The following regional peace paved the way 
for the release of Nelson Mandela.

PLOT FOR PEACE is a more than an historical documentary. An award-winning international 
team has combined images, interviews and archival footage in an innovative and emotional 
way. Instead of relying on a third-party voiceover, conversations in English, French, Portuguese, 
Spanish and Afrikaans weave a factual and subjective plot - a human drama, and a 
documentary of personal triumph and inspiration.

About the interviewees
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Technical details
Color & Black and white
Aspect ratio: 1:1,85
Sound: DIGITAL 5.1
Year: 2013
Country: South Africa
Duration: 84 min
Languages: Original in French, English, 
Portuguese, Spanish and Afrikaans with English 
subtitles
Distributed in the United Kingdom by Trinity 
Film  
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Director’s notes
PLOT FOR PEACE is a political thriller about a man who, at a crucial point in his life, opted 
for the individual’s ability to changing things. Fortunately for the African continent, “Monsieur 
Jacques” – the code name under which our protagonist operated in the 80s - connected with 
political leaders in the region who shared his dream. The film reveals a whole new angle on the 
end of apartheid.

My professional career, both as an editor and as a director, has evolved mainly on fiction films. 
The fact that the producers of PLOT FOR PEACE wanted it to feel more like a political thriller 
than a History lesson was the challenge that attracted me to directing this documentary. I 
found it fascinating to discover a story that had changed the course of a continent and that had 
been kept secret for almost 30 years. Also, this was the right moment to tell the story: none 
of the heads of state, the heads of the secret services, anti-apartheid leaders, ministers and 
high- ranking military personnel interviewed would have agreed to speak a few years ago and, 
unfortunately, given their ages, most will not be able to do so in a few years time.

When I was contacted by the producers of PLOT FOR PEACE, the first thing I told them, 
being quite surprised, was that my knowledge of African History was virtually non-existent. But 
this was precisely what they were looking for: an outside view that could bring an international 
perspective on the story and make it reach the widest possible audience. In the end, I believe 
that one of the keys to this film’s success is that it may be read on several levels. Newcomers 
to contemporary African History will discover how the end of apartheid and the release of 
Mandela were intrinsically linked to the end of the Cold War: without the fall of the Berlin Wall 
and the Cuban and South African troop withdrawal from Angola, Nelson Mandela would have 
remained in prison. On the other hand, political analysts will discover an untold story that will 
help them understand the connexion between different events that remained unconnected until 
now.

The main message I would like to get across with PLOT FOR PEACE is that there is still room 
for individual action. A couple of decades ago, if you wanted to take part in political action, 
you had to belong to a group or party. In a way, technology has changed this and through the 
Internet you can get support for a certain cause from other individuals with whom you don’t 
need to share an entire range of beliefs. Zigzagging the continent in private planes to talk 
face to face with heads of state, as our protagonist did, still makes a big difference vs. having 
a video chat. Obviously we don’t all have access to these kinds of resources and to world 
leaders, but that does not make our actions less valuable or less needed.

Every conflict has its own specific characteristics, which can be linked to ethnic groups, 
religions, political ideals or just a plot of land. However, the way in which one conflict or 

another is resolved is not essentially different. Human stories are universal and teach us life 
lessons. Jean-Yves Ollivier, the protagonist of PLOT FOR PEACE, once said: “the other 
person is me under different circumstances. That’s why I must try to understand him instead of 
trying to destroy him”.
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For many decades, South African History was censored and narrated unilaterally by the 
apartheid regime. Mandy Jacobson, producer and co-director of PLOT FOR PEACE, leads 
the African Oral History project, financed by the non-profit organization the Ichikowitz Family 
Foundation, whose aim is to research and divulge contemporary South African History 
through multi-media formats. In recent years they have interviewed hundreds of people who 
were involved in the political change in South Africa. Many of these interviewees mentioned 
a mysterious character - “Monsieur Jacques” - who seemed to be working in the shadows in 
several seemingly unrelated events.

With the help of archive researcher Nhlanhla Mthethwa, Mandy finally found some footage from 
a South African newscast in the 80s in which “Monsieur Jacques” was being awarded after 
coordinating an exchange involving 250 prisoners and 9 countries. The filmmaker managed 
to track down Jean-Yves Ollivier - “Mr. Jacques” real name - and convince him to tell his story. 
In order to reach the broadest audience, Mandy decided to put together an international 
crew, among them Spanish director and editor Carlos Agulló, script writer and historical 
advisor Stephen Smith and many other professionals from various countries. The result is 
a documentary selected and awarded at numerous international festivals and released in 
commercial cinemas so far in France, the United Kingdom, USA and Spain.

Origins of the project
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The African Oral History Archive is a non-profit initiative dedicated to the safeguarding of the 
continent’s dynamic heritage for future generations. 

Created by The Ichikowitz Family Foundation, this global effort records and showcases the continent’s 
acclaimed or unknown history-makers, giving unprecedented access to all those who were at the heart 
of events that shaped Africa’s modern history.

The Ichikowitz Family Foundation believes that knowledge about ourselves — our identity as a nation 
— depends on our understanding of our past and how others see us. It enables the African Oral 
History Archive to provide specialist content across all forms of media, from the African continent, to 
the globe. 

Ivor Ichikowitz, Chairman of the Ichikowitz Family Foundation and Funder of the African Oral History 
Archive notes: “The inspiration for this film emerged from hundreds of hours of original testimony 
around the liberation of South Africa gathered by the African Oral History Archive and demonstrates 
the importance of gathering original testimony from the players of the time. Subscribing to best 
journalistic practice, AOHA adopts no single point of view; but rather, provides the raw material for 
open story telling, the hallmark of democratic societies. 
www.africanoralhistory.com
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www.plotforpeace.com


